Heyford Cricket Club AGM – Thursday 20th January 2011
Chairman’s Report

Following on from the successes of previous years it was perhaps not surprising that 2010 proved to be a year of consolidation in terms of league cricket, but the Club has continued to take strides in other areas of its development.

On the pitch the 1st XI never quite reached its potential, however, it produced a creditable performance in attaining 4th place in Division 3 without ever quite challenging for the two promotion places.  Matt Baker led the team with distinction again in his final season as skipper, and both Dave Livermore and Shaun Boyson recorded maiden centuries.
The 2nd XI settled in mid-table in Division 10, and whilst the bowling was underpinned by ever-green skipper Chris Peck, the batting flattered to deceive with only two batsmen reaching 200 runs for the season.

The Club also played a number of midweek games, and it is hoped that more of these, along with the odd Sunday friendly fixture in 2011, will provide a vehicle for the Club’s younger players to taste adult cricket in a less competitive environment than Saturday league matches.
2010 saw the Playing Fields host a successful 8-a-side competition on the Whitsun Bank Holiday weekend, and Heyford also enjoyed entertaining touring teams from both London and Kent during the course of the summer.
The stand-out success of 2010 though was the continued development of Heyford’s youth cricket section, and the debut of its U11 side in the Northants Junior Cricket League.

It was not unusual to see in excess of 50 children participating in the weekly open age coaching sessions at the Playing Fields, and this would not have been possible without the generous time, care and attention provided by Cliff Simms and his many volunteer coaches, who pleasingly began to include non-players as the summer progressed.

Darren Bastin took the lead in managing the U11 side, and whilst participation and enjoyment were the initial goals, it quickly became clear that we have some talented and competitive youngsters.

Against some far more established youth teams, the Heyford U11 team entirely merited the 3rd place with which they finished their inaugural season, and several of the team were subsequently invited to participate in District coaching sessions during the winter months.

It was heart-warming to see many of the parents take such an active role in supporting the youth team, and a wonderful endorsement that many of them joined us at the Club’s successful Annual Dinner in November.
There were further successes off the pitch; Ross Cambray’s Fantasy Cricket competition went from strength to strength in its second year, generating much interest, valuable funds, and not insignificant traffic to the Club’s website (www.heyfordcricket.co.uk), which must surely now be the “home page” of choice during the summer months.

Graham Baker’s design skills came to the fore once more as he led, with Shaun Boyson, the creation of the Club’s first annual Handbook.  There has been a healthy interest in who will have the privilege of gracing 2011’s front cover, whilst potential advertisers who “missed out” in 2010 have already made known their desire to contribute this year.
As ever, the Club has relied heavily on its volunteers and I must thank Kit Andrews, and the Rices for the loving hours they lavish on our pitches and outfield.  Our umpires continue to give freely of their time to ensure our matches are officiated effectively and in the right spirit, and they deserve our unwavering support.

The Club is also fortunate to have a passionate and diligent Committee which serves the Club throughout the year, and which continues to explore opportunities to upgrade its facilities and the financial wherewithal to make this possible.
In summary, 2010 was a memorable year – one in which I think we’ve witnessed the future of Heyford Cricket Club.  Village cricket is thriving in Heyford and there is much to take pride in, but there is also still much to achieve, and I look forward to the Club rising to the challenge of accomplishing yet more in 2011.
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