Heyford Cricket Club AGM – Thursday 21st January 2010
Chairman’s Report

I am delighted to report on what I consider to have been not only a successful 2009 for the Club, but also a landmark year.
The Club enjoyed tremendous success on the pitch; the 1st XI secured its 5th promotion in 6 years (and its 2nd title in 3 years) by winning Division 4 of the Northants Cricket League, whilst the 2nd XI continued its record of being promoted in every season since its formation, making it 3 promotions in a row.

Congratulations to skippers Matt Baker and Chris Peck for leading their sides to glory.

None of this would be possible without the contributions of our ground staff.  Chris Andrews, supported by Jeremy and Julian Rice continued to contribute endless hours to the preparation of wickets, and maintenance of facilities and equipment.  Without them, and without our umpires – Ray Pardon, Alex Kirkbride and Graham Baker – we would have nothing to celebrate.
2009 also saw several other key developments.

Our website www.heyfordcricket.co.uk was re-designed and successfully re-launched, and thanks to Graham Baker this has now become the “must visit” location for all matters relating to Heyford Cricket Club.

The Club’s equipment has also been augmented with the purchase of pitch covers and a mobile net, both of which quickly proved to be assets last season.  The Committee continues to seek opportunities to upgrade our facilities and the financial wherewithal to make this possible.
The combination of our six-a-side ‘festival’ with the Bowls Club’s ‘Duck Race’ proved popular and raised valuable funds for the Club, as did the Fantasy Cricket competition run by Ross Cambray – this latter initiative generated much interest and much is expected of its second outing next season.

The Club also continued its recent tradition of an end of season tour – this time to Eastbourne – and playing success was (allegedly) mixed with fun and frolics at the sea-front in the September sunshine.

The annual presentation evening, re-located from Northampton to the outskirts of the village, proved a great success and my hope is that members and supporters alike will continue to support this event well into the future.
It is clear that Heyford CC has had much to celebrate over the past year, and that it has much to be proud of, but I reported earlier that I felt that 2009 had been a landmark year, and this is primarily due to the return of youth cricket to Heyford for the first time in 20 years.

The Committee – to whom I extend my thanks for all their hard work – took the decision in the cold winter months that 2009 would be the year when we committed to launching a youth section, and whilst this was not without some trepidation, we felt that we were as well prepared and positioned as we were likely to be.

That so many members contributed to the outstanding success of this youth initiative is a credit to the Club.  It also gives me great confidence as we plan – under the leadership of Cliff Simms – to develop the section further this year, including the entry of a Heyford youth team into league cricket.

Nothing is likely to lead to failure more quickly than complacency, but as I close I am proud to report that the Club is in rude health, with a talented and enthusiastic membership.  It should rightly look forward to the challenges and opportunities of 2010 with confidence.
Simon Legge
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